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The wealthy Agatha Dawson is dead and there are no apparent signs of foul play. Lord Peter

Wimsey, however, senses that something is amiss and he refuses to let the case rest - even without

any clues or leads. Suddenly, he is faced with another murder - Agatha's maid. Can super-sleuth

Wimsey find the murderer and solve the case before he becomes the killer's next victim?
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When Dr. Edward Carr overhears Lord Peter Wimsey and Detective Charles Parker discussing

crime and the responsibility of the medical profession, he is drawn to share a perplexing problem of

his own. When a patient of his who was slowly dying of cancer suddenly took much worse and died,

he was unable to sign the death certificate with confidence and insisted on a post mortem, greatly

discomfiting the survivor, one Mary Whittaker. When nothing suspicious is found, Dr. Carr found

himself losing patients, and eventually had to sell his practice.Wimsey is intrigued, and, despite the

misgivings of both the doctor and Detective Parker, dispatches the elderly Miss Alexandra Climpson

to gather information in the town of Leahampton while he pursues other leads in London. He finds

many suspicions, but no facts, even when one death and then another are reported. In each case

there are no indications of foul play, and Wimsey becomes convinced that he has grabbed the tail of

the perfect crime. His opinion is not shared by Parker, however, and it is only reluctantly that the

latter consents to investigate.Gradually circumstance builds, and even Parker must admit that there

are many questions to be answers. Yet all are baffled. Even knowing who the perpetrator must be,



the investigators are unable to formulate a case that will stand in court. Wimsey is up against one of

those sociopathic minds that pays careful attention to detail and apparently has the means to

murder as if by magic. Dorothy Sayers has created a truly baffling case.The greatest delight of this

novel is the first appearance of Miss Alexandra Climpson. A delightfully sharp woman who is a

persistent and dedicated investigator in the service of Lord Peter.
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